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ADVERTISEMENT. 


- 1 Cannot find any great cauſe of juſt com- 


plaint that good laws have ſo much 
e been wanting unto us, as we to them. To 
e ſeek reformation of evil laws is a commend- 
te able endeavour, but for us the more ne- 
* ceſlary is a ſpeedy reformation of ourſelves. 


> Hr Bodies politic are ſubject as much as na- 
«. tural to diſſolution by divers means; there 
% are undoubtedly more ſtates overthrown 
60 through diſeaſes bred within themſelves, 
* than through violence from abroad. © 


os Domeſtic evils, for that we think we can 
2 maſter them at all times, are often permitted 
to run on forward till it be too late to recal 
* them, And diſputes in matters of religion 
t are not only the fartheſt ſpread, becauſe in 
2 religion all men preſume themſelves intereſt- 
« ed alike; but they are alſo f for the moſt part 
hotlier proſecuted and purſued than other 
ſtrifes, foraſmuch as. coldneſs and modera- 
tion 1s not in theſe, ſo — conſtrued 


as in other contentions: 
| „ Hooxxx . 2 : Poli 
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Jvpoxs XVII. 6. tet 607 f 
Þn. thoſe Days there was no King in a 


but every Man did that which was | rights 
in his own Eyes. 


= 4 


Se is plain and evident fm many 
[9] I ” texts and divers paſſages of Serip- 
+4 1 ture, that all power, pre-eminence 
Ss and authority originate from God, 
who, by His providence, 1s the Supreme Go- 
vernour of the world, and the wiſe Diſpoſer of 
all events. 

At the time referred to in my text (not long 
after Joſhua's death) there was no king in 
Iſrael, no judge to govern, nor chief magiſtrate. 
to controul the people, conſequently every man 
did that which was right in his own eyes. God 
uſed to raiſe up judges to rule and to deliver his 
people, when he ſaw fit and proper; and at 
other times, for their ſins, he ſuffered them to 
be without them, and ſuch a time was this, 
and therefore they ran into that 1dolatry, from 
which the judges uſually kept them ; but when 
left to themſelves they did not what pleaſed 
God, but what beſt ſuited every one's own 
fancy and inclination. 

When the judges grew corrupt, we find that 
the elders of Iſrael came to Samuel and deſired 
a king to reign over them, which thing greatly 
dipleatod the Prophet, who prayed unto the 

A 2 Lord 
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Lord on the occaſion, 1 was | adviſed to 


hearken unto the voice of the people in all that 
they ſaid unto him, for they have not rejected 


ches, but fave rejected me, ſaith the 10, 
that I fhould-not over them. 
Was it unlawful for the people to deſire a 
king? No, ſimply, in itſelf, it was not un- 
lawful. But this was their fin, that they de- 
red it on ſinful grounds, and from motives of 
curioſity, in — to be lib the heathen world, 
and the 1dlatrous nations round about them, 
which was plainly and ſtrictly forbidden in the 
word of Cod. Beſides, ow deſired it in an 
impetuous manner, and at an unſeaſonable 
time, without aſking leave or advice of God, 
which in ſo weighty a caſe they could not ne- 
og without great ſin and preſumption. 
Moreover Samuel delineates the character of 


| the king who ſhould reign over them, and re- 


preſents him as one that would injuriouſly op- 

preſs and cruelly harraſs his ſubjects in many 
— Which | prophecy was after wards li- 
terally accompliſhed in the reign of Saul. But 
in ſpite of Samuel's arguments, threatenings 
and entreaties, the people perſiſted in their 
pomt, and would have their end at all events. 


And the conſequence of their perverſeneſs and 


irreverent proceedings, though gratified in their 
deſires, evidently proves that no people will 
proſper long that run counter to the will of the 
Lord, and that make light of his laws and 


The neceſſary expence of a ſtate is great, 


but 


i © Fi 
but where violence and fraud prevail, it maſt 
be ſenſibly felt; and be a matter of grief to all 
the people. "The Lord, when he gives us the 
character of a king. ſays, that he ſhall not 
multiply wives, horſes, filver and gold, &c. 
leſt they become a ſnare unto him, and ſteal 
his heart and draw his confidence from” the 
Lord of Hoſts, who is the wholeſome defence 
of his anointed, and the Protector of all them 
that put their truſt in him. Curſed is every 
one who truſteth in an arm of fleſh, or in pe- 
riſhing things; but he who believeth in the 
Lord ſhall never be confounded. 

Through all the chances and changes of this 
troubleſome: world, the Lord preferved his 
church in all ages, and according to his moſt 
faithful promiſe, will continue to do ſo, to the 
end of time. Every occurrence in human life, 
every circumſtance of time and place, anſwer 
the grand purpoſe of ſalvation, and work to- 
gether for good to them that love God. The 
world is continually changing and paſſing away, 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever. States and kingdoms, empires and do- 
minions have their rife and fall, their progreſs 
and declenſion, like all other ſublunary things. 
The rife and fall of the four great Monarchies 
of the world fully evince the truth of -thes 
aſſertion. 

Let us take a nearer and more cnrticater 
view of the world, and what ſhall we behold 
but the direful effects of the fall amongſt all 
claſſes and defcriptions of men! What public 


hatred, 


— 


1 
hatred; what private grudge, what violence and 
fraud reign here below! What'ſecret diſtruſt, 
jealouſy, envy and diſcontent diſtract the hu- 
man breaſt! What buſtle and noiſe, what 


' 


tumult and-fedition, what broils and animo- 
fities diſturb our peace, and diſtreſs our heart! 


Does not all this, and much more than can be 
mentioned, prove man a degenerate fallen crea- 
ture? The innumetable evils that attend man- 
kind beſpeak their forlorn condition, and are 
plain indications of God's diſpleaſure againſt 
fin and diſobedience. Wars and rumours of 
wars, famine and peſtilence, &c. are the im- 
mediate harbingers of His wrath and indigna- 
tion. Every diſcord. and diſturbance---every 
Pique and quarrel manifeſt our ſtrangeneſs to 
God; and the enmity of our hearts againſt His 
government. We pretend to know the world, 
while, in a great meaſure; we are ignorant of 
ourſelves; and we talk at times as if we could 
controul Providence, and give laws to the Al- 
mighty, and we ourſelves without law or pro- 
per government over our paſſions and inordi- 
nate affections. Every man by nature is a 
rebel in his heart againſt God, and ſhould he 
give the reins to his corruptions, he will be a 
rebel in practice. And therefore where the 
Goſpel has not its proper effect, and peculiar 
energy on the minds of men, the laws muſt be 
enforced for the due obſervation of civility and 
good manners. If all men were on a level, and 
left at liberty to do what they liſt, without any 
reſtraint, what a ſhocking ſcene would _ 
worl 


171 
world exhibit! It would be a field of blood In 


ſtead of a land of liberty. ./ 
While I deprecate this ſort of Waedse gs 1. | 
berty, let me aſſure you that I am a ſincere 
friend and hearty well wiſher to true Goſpel- 
liberty. I wiſh the ſpirit of the Goſpel did 
ſpread from pole to pole, and the ſaving know- 
ledge of Jeſus did fill the earth, as the waters 
cover the ſea. May the Lord haſten that bleſ- 
ſed period when hank and Gentiles. ſhall be- 
come one fold under one Shepherd,  Chraſt 
Jeſus, and when nation ſhall not lift up ſword 
againſt nation, nor learn war any more, but 
peace and unity, prevail every Where. True 
Goſpel-liberty is not a liberty to think and act 
as we like without ſubmiſſion to God or man. 
Liberty without ſubordination is full fraught 
with anarchy and confuſion; and to allow at 
in this ſenſe is to deſtroy it. | 

This was much the caſe when there was no 
king in Iſrael. Every one then did that which 
was right in his own eyes, without aſking ad- 
vice of God, without conſulting the publick 
good nor ſtudying the common 1ntereſt of one 
another in civil or religious matters. The 
publick worſhip was neglected, and the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice 1 ——— They who 
were diſpoſed to repair to Shilo, where the 
— and the ark then ſtood, and where 
the true religion was eſtabliſhed, might go 
there, or not go, according to their pleaſure 
and inclination. Such as deſerted this place of 
e reſort and religious aſſembling were 


not 


18 1 
not coorected as their contem pt and religious 
indifference required. And ine, who through 
vanityy ſuperſtition and eaſe would fain keep a 
Leite at home, Hke Micah in his houſe, were 
widulged in their caprice and humoured in 
their: whim. Every religion is alike when the 
true religion is lol. Every thing that ſtrikes 
the fancy and ſeems moſt pleaſing to fleſh and 
blood paſſes for truth, without any teſt or 
dell ans of trial. When this is the caſe, 
fuperſtition and idolatry, deiſm and infidetity 
will rear up their heads on high, and tet aſide 
tho religion of the bible, What fort of liberty 
ia that which makes light of the Scripture, 
and laughs at revealed religion? And can there 
be no liberty without indulging anke all de- 
nominations of chriſtians, and all forts. of 
apinions, though ever ſo erroneous in their na- 
ture and pernicious an their tendency . Do not 
think that I want ta juſtity an intoterant and 
bigorted {pirit. | There is nothing farther from 
wy intention, becauſe I am truly lenſible, 
there is nothing farther from the nature and 
deſign of chriſtianity, © I would not have any 
man harratled: on account of his religious opin- 
zun, provided it does not endanger the welfare 
of the church and ſtate, nor prompt to the diſ- 
turbance of the e pence and way 
et the nation. 

But to this tenet, fome will object with fury, 
and vehemently affirm that there is no kind of 
alliance between the church and ſtate, and con- 
tequently, that it is immatenal to the a 
| wha 


. 

what a man's opinion is; it he be only an ho- 
neſt ſubject. I think it is right and highly; 
requiſite to put , in, for very often, and, I 
believe, moſt commonly, men's opinions and 
principles have great and powerful influence on 
their conduct and behaviour, and wilt always: 
bias them to their own point, when left to 
themſelves. Without government every man 
will do that which is right in his own eyes. 
It is a very great thing to be diveſted of pre- 
judice, and to be open to conviction from all 
quarters. However, I will allow that the 
church of Chriſt, in a myſtical ſenſe, has no 
alliance nor connexion with the ſtate: As a 
diſtinct body of chriſtian people gathered out of 
the world by the Spirit of Chriſt, and ſet apart 
by the grace of the Goſpel, as God's peculiar 
treaſure, the church is, perhaps, no part of 
the ſtate, but is the myſtical” body of Chriſt. 
Nevertheleſs,” as the church is in, though not 7 
the world, in a civil ſenſe, it has an alliance 
with the ſtate, and partakes of its advantages 
and diſadvantages, in common with all the 
members of the community. 
Our bleſſed Saviour ſaid of his Diciples, that 
they were not of this world, and when he ſtood 
before Pilate; he openly avowed that his king- 
dom was not of this world, yet we find that 
the meek and lowly Jeſus, and bis Diſciples 
paid tribute to Cæſar, frequented the Syna- 
gogues, reſorted to the temple at public times, 
and in all reſpects conformed to the Jewiſh 


cconomy, never exclaiming againſt the uſage 
5110 B and 


lie } ; 
and; ondet, but always againſt tbe fig and hy- 
pderiſy of that antlent people of God-+-the 
Jews:.. While we are in the e body. we are 
nected with, and depentlent on, one anotbas. 
both as. fellow creatures, and fellow chriſtians, 
and in order to mantain peace and preſerve uni- 
ty we ought to ſubmit to government. and obey 
the powers that are * over us, for conſci- 
_ ſa ke. 1 46941!" 

Kings and. governours,. judges. and — * 
trates are the guardians and protectors of the 
rights and liberties of the people, on which ac- 
count they ought 0 be feared and had. in re- 
verence of all men. We always find the pri- 
mitive chriſtians to be a; loyal prople in every 
ſtate, and ready on all occaſions of emergency 
to manifeſt their unfeigned obedience and ſin- 
cere attachment to the government they were 
under. They uever refuſed obediencę to the 
laws, but when they dilagreed with the word 
of God, and could not be obeyed without guilt. 
In that caſe they judged it fitter to obey God, 
than man. „And even then, in the moſt try- 
ing circumſtances, they were not factious and 
turbulent, but patient and humble to the high- 
eſt dugnee, and always more ready to ſuffer than 
to fin. May we follow their — in this 
and every other chriſtian virtue, and demon- 
ſtrate by our lives and converſation, , that we 
poſſeſs armeaſure of the ſame ſpirit, and that 
— to the ſame —— By this ſhall 


all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye 


love one another. Love is the characteriſtic of 
on the 


1 
the cli riſtian religion; and rhe of the G 
elples of Jefub. Whatever: we poſſeſs,  ifThort 
of this, »we-art:butiqs founding brals, or HIKE 
ling cymbal; Goch is the wathigr” 6f peace” and 
lover of concbrd z, and we alſo u⁊ↄ¾ Be pre 
moters of pœace and unanimity in ehureh' and 
ſtate, and alt oben the world, weeording io büt 
—— and abi eee 85 
Some people wiſh to live (Salas der Re) 
in the fire of bontention! Bat they proclaim 
their folly and publiſn their iniquity tö the 
world. We ſhoul@ neither be afraid nor ai 
ed to profeſs ourſolves true friends to good S 
der and diſcipline, and notwithſtanding the 
great clutter and clamour abbut civil and re 
ligibus liberty, und xhe natural rg of men; 
it is my humble opinion that our conftitutichs; 
with allrits imperfectionsß is at this time, Ene 
of the beſt under the cope of heaven... 
hs its imperfections, 40 
aman inſtitution, in proceſs of time, is 80 
to more or leſs abuſe? This is not to be 'won- 
dered at, nay, it cannot well de expected other- 
wiſe, while the corruption of mankind is fo 
prevalent, and the deluge of vice and immor- 
ality ſo univerſal, all over the globe. Vie 
every department, conſider every ſtation; and 
inſpect every corner of the earth, and 'y6u u 
por corruption and abomination. absunding 
very where. And when you have traverſed in 
your mind the whole world, take a retroſpect 
view of our government, examine it minutely, 


dump it impartially „ 
B 2 


132 1 


and then, I am perſuaded, that you will ſee 


and acknowledge its ſuperior excellente and ad- 
vantage. Our lives and properties are not at 
the will of the prince, 48 is the caſe in many 
countries, and under all tyranical and arbi- 
trary governments, where there is no trial by 
jury in crimes and caſes of miſdemeanor. We 
can appeal to the laws of our country, and de- 
mand a trial by our fellow creatures (a pannel 
of jury) who: are to bring in their verdict of 
guilty or not guilty, before any delinquent or 
offender can be either acquitted or condemned. 
The accuſer and the .accuſeare. to appear a- 
gainſt each otheroin open court, where they 
are required, upon due ſummons, to produce 
their allegations, and bring evidences to declare 
upon oath what they know in the conteſt; in 
order that the judge and jury may form a pro- 
per judgment on the caſe, and finally determine 
the diſpute. In our country, and by our laws 
nor one is condemned unheard. And we boaſt 
of this, amongſt many others, as one of our 
greateſt privileges... 
At the ſame time, While I am ſo favourable 
to gur government, permit me to aſſure you 
that I am not blind to its faults and imperfec- 
tions, which I pray God to heal and reform in 
his gyn time and in his own way. And 1 
would adviſe every one who is diſaffected to 
our conſtitution, to ſet about reforming his 
own, heart, before he meddles with our govern- 
ment. Firſt take the beam out of thine own 
eye, then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to take the mote 
bis 8 0 out 


vernment, leſt 


5 13 1 
out of thy brother's eye. As it is dangerous 
to let an unſkilful hand to r with the eye, 
ſo it 15:equally: dangerous to ſuffer turbulent 
perſons and factious ſpirits to meddle with go- 
by endeavouring to reform its 
abuſes, they ſhould unwarily or defignedly an- 
nihilate its very exiſtence, . and extirpate it root 
and branch, by deſtroying the good with ele 
bad, without diſcrimin ation. 

Nothing but ſin can draw Hochs ivirativaen 
any people. Inſtead of diſputing and quarrel- 
ling with one another, let us prize our privi- 
leges, and devote our. time and talents to the 
ſervice of God, and the edification of each 
other. This is the ſure way to proſper, and 
to ſecure to ourſelves and to our poſterity a 
continuance of the great and ineſtimable bleſ. 
ſings and advantages we enjoy, as a 
highly favoured of the Lord, and exalted above 
all the nations of the world; 

The word of God is a-lanthorn to — 
and a light to our paths, to keep us from er- 
ror both in opinion and practice. There we 
have an account not only how ſin entered into 
the world and ruined: the whole human race, 
but alſo how God in infinite mercy provided a 
remedy for this evil, by laying help on one 
that is mighty, and * one . out of 
the people. The Lamb of God by his obedi- 
ence and ſufferings hath taken away the ſins of 


the world, and obtained for us eternal redemp- 

tion. And in proportion to the knowledge 

and experience we have of the depravity of our 
nature 


Lu 
nature and the qlague of our own hearts; ſo 
wil gur value and eſteem be of Chliriſt's merits 
ans atonement; All the facrifices : under the 
law were t of the ſacriſice of the death of 
Chriſt, ande pointed to Jeſus as the Mediator of 


the n, cvẽenaot, and to the blood of ſprink- 


lung, which ſpeaketh better things than that of 
Mehl hus thergoipel was preached under the 


old diſpenſation, and it is ont and the ſame for 


ever. in Jeſus Cliriſt the ſame to-day, yeſterday, 
and for; ever. Thete is no ſalvation in any o- 
ther, neither 3s: there: any other name under 
enen given ufkereby we can be ſaved. The 
tight knowledge of jefus Chriſt and him cru- 
mined; wall; effectwally bauiſh all phariſaical 
ride and formabty ht Well as daviſh ſear and 
age from our minds. We find the apoſ- 
nes in ail their writing inculeating the doc 
times uf ſaith and. free grace as the foundation 
and ground work of all morabty;' 1008 to 
their:reco ing and enforcing ſocial and 
relative: duties. To teach: morality” witliout 
day ing this foundation is neither oonſiſtent with 
ſoripture, nor yet agreeable to the Hrurgy, ar- 
Ficles, and — A of our churci. As the 
trer muſt: grow before it can be expected to 
bear fruit, fo faith, as a principle of divine 
laue, muſt precede 9 works, before ever 
ill be accounted genuine, and approved 

of God, who is the Searcher of the heart, and 
tryer of the reins, and a conſuming fire to all 
that will preſume to approach him without the 


nee required in holy ſcripture. -. x 
The 
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kindneſs from heaven to wretched finful man 


This righe 


teous jews. And ſo it will be to us, unleſs we 


{( us ) 
Ide primitive chriſhans; conſidered: the 
not as a matter of ſpeculation, or a-ſyftciix 
of ethics, but as a ſpecial favour; and ſingular 


as an extraordinary meſſage o 2 — and peace 
to guilty and condemned maletattors,--<yea, as 


4: wonderful ſcheme of mercy to loſt finners! 
apprehenſion of the goſpel filled the 
believers with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 
and produced ſuitable effects in their lives and 
converſation, and fitted them for life or for 
death. as the Lord's will ordered and appointed 
it. If we regard Chriſt as a pattern, and eye 
him only as an example of godly hving, and not 
alſo as a propitiation for our ſins, we can have 
but mean ideas of the myſteries of redemption. 
Salvation by faith through the merits of a cru- 
cified Redeemer, was fooliſhneſs to the wiſe 
Greeks, and a ſtumbling block to the ſelf-righ- 


ſubmit our treaſon to revelation, and becomt 


| fools that we may be wiſe. | Except ye be con- 


verted and become as little children, ye ſhall in 


no wiſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


Neither ci reumeiſion availeth any nor 
uncireumciſion, but a new creature. Fhe love 
of God ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt, is the wellſpring of all ſimcere and evan- 
gelical obedience, and ** the very bond of peace, 
and of all victues; without which whoſoever 
<< livetly is counted dead before God.” 

The chriſtian religion ſtands on its own ba- 
ſis, and bears its own evidence. The more it 
d is 


[ 16 ] 9 
is tried, the brighter it ſhines, and in ſpite of 


all oppoſition it 'conſtantly thrives, and is al- 
ways victorious every where. It triumphs over 
hell; death and the grave. No ſuch a thing 
can be ſaid of any other religion, nor of all the 
religions in the world put together. We have 
had abundant proofs of the weakneſs and inſuf- 
faciency of all human efforts and inventions for 
the purpoſe of reclaiming mankind, and effect- 
ing a ſaving reformation in the world. But 
what is impoſſible with man, is poſſible with 
God. The wiſeſt of the heathen philoſophers 
were in the dark, and extremely doubtful about 
the immortality of the ſou], the reſurrection of 
the body, and a future ſtate of exiſtence. They 
could not ſolve many difficulties which puzzled 
their wits, reſpecting the diſpenſation of pro- 
vidence towards the children of men. All the 
heathens had ſome notions of an offended deity, 
but of the way and means of reconciliation 
they were utterly ignorant, and therefore they 
ran into all manner of folly and idolatry. 
Bleſſed be God, life and immortality is 
brought to light by the goſpel. We are not 
left to grope in the dark in ſearch of truth, for 
it ſtares us in the face. The Sun is riſen up- 
on our land, and the clouds of darkneſs are in 
a great meaſure diſpellede The Lord hath vi- 
fited us with his ſalvation. May we rejoice, 
and be glad thereof. May every idol fall before 
his preſence, as Dagon fell before the ark. 
Let us walk in the light, and we ſhall not 
ſtumble. Let us cleave to God, and we * 
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be ſecure.---He will be our God and our guide 
even unto death, and our portion to all eternity. 

If the doctrines of chriſtianity were better 
underſtood, and more practically obſerved, we 
ſhould have leſs noiſe and diſputes in the world, 
and more harmony and concord in every pub- 
lick and private ſphere of life. It ought to be 
the conſtant endeavour, and uniform practice 
of a true chriſtian to keep a conſcience void of 
offence, towards God and towards man. Ren- 
der therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear 
to whom fear, honour to whom honour. Owe 
no man any thing, but to love one another: 
for love is the fulfilling of the law, God is no 
Reſpecter of perſons, but in every nation, he 
that feareth him and worketh righteouſneſs 1s 
accepted with him. O love the Lord all ye his 
ſaints, for the Lord preſerveth the faithful, and 
plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. Be of 
poo courage, and He ſhall ſtrengthen your 

eart, all ye that hope in the Lord. The Lord 
is king, be the people never ſo impatient; He 
ſitteth between the cherubims, be the earth ne- 
ver fo unquiet. Let Iſrael rejoice in Him that 
made him: let the children of Z1on be joyful in 
their King. God is the King of all the earth, 
ſing ye praiſes with underſtanding. The Lord 
ſhall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, 
unto all generations, Praiſe ye the Lord. Amen. 
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N the CXXII Pſalm we have a beautiful re- 
preſentation of the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
Jewiſh church, about that period of rime when 
David was fully eſtabliſhed on the throne of Iſ- 
rael. This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been 
penned in conſequence of the entire conqueſt of 
Canaan, and eſpecially after the taking of the 
fort of Zion from the Jebuſites, and incorporat- 
ing it with the city of Jeruſalem. The pro- 
phetic king and ſweet ſinger of Iſrael rejoices at 
the pleaſing proſpect of the ſucceſs of religion, 
and the peace of the people of Jeruſalem at this 
juncture. It is ſaid to be a city at unity in it- 
felf, not only as a place compact in its build- 
ings, but alſo united in government and religi- 
on. The increaſe of piety, and the general 
good harmony that ſubſiſted not only amongſt 
the king's fellow-citizens at Jeruſalem, but al- 
ſo pervaded every corner of the kingdom, was 
a juſt cauſe of rejoicing to the king, who con- 
ſidered that blefling as the chiet ſtrength of his 
kingdom, and the main ſupport of the church 
and ſtate. The tribes go up to Jeruſalem, even 
the tribes: of the Lord,---not one tribe, nor a 
few pious perſons of each tribe, but whole 
tribes, and all the tribes of the Lord, to teſtify 
unto Iſrael, to give thanks unto the name of 
the Lord. They were united in their devotion, 
and praiſed the Lord with one heart and with 
C 2 one 
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© ne voice. And ſo long as this happy union 
With the Lord and with one another laſted, 
they proſpered, . 

The Pſalmiſt mentions another great pri- 
vilege belonging to the Jewiſh church at jeru- 
falem. Por there 1s the ſeat of judgment, even 
the ſeat of the houſe of David. The ſupreme 
court of judicature in civil and ecclefiaſtical 
matters was fixt there, and the ſupremacy ſet- 
tled in the houſe or family of David. The 
royal throne was allotted by God to David, 
and to his poſterity for ever. This hereditary 
ſucceſſion ſhould have operated as a barrier and 
prevention againſt future diſputes and diſturb- 
ances about royalty and government, while the 
Jewiſh ceconomy ſhall laſt. The church and 
ſtate are now united and as it were incorporated 
together. The king's court and the ark of the 
Lord were eftabliſhed at Jeruſalem, which in 
this reſpect was the mother-city and mother- 
church of the Jews. Here the temple was af- 
terwards built, the glory and admiration of all 
the world. Hither the chriſtians reſorted and 
had recourſe in all matters of doubt and diffi- 
culty in the apoſtles' time. From that place, 
as the great reſervoir of religion, the goſpel 
ſpread over all chriſtendom. What a bleſſing 
it is when magiſtrates and miniſters unite their 
powers, and engage their abilities in the cauſe 
of religion, and in the intereſt of chriſtianity. 
When people are protected in their civil and re- 
ligious rights by law, they are happy beyond 
meaſare. 
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But the devil, the common enemy of man- 
kind will not. ſuffer this happineſs to continue 
long without interruption. In every age he 1s 
ſowing tares amongſt the wheat, in order to de- 
ſtroy union and peace, and hinder the good 
ſeed from growing to maturity and perfection. 
And where ever the ſeed of diſſention is ſown, 
anarchy and confuſion is likely to enſue. | We 
ought to be on our guard againſt the wiles and 
ſtratagems of ſatan, and to bear an open teſti- 
mony in the face of the world, that we are the 
Lord's people, by encouraging and promoting 
peace and unanimity, and by preventing and 
ſuppreſſing, as far as poſſible, the contagion of 
{chiſm and ſedition. We ſhould be careful not 
to bite one another leſt we be devoured of one 
another. The Lord's people are compared to 
ſheep, not only as they are harmleſs and inno- 
cent, but alſo as they are uſeful and profitable 
in their day and generation. , 1601 

In order to obtain and to ſecure the bleſſing. 
of peace, we muſt avoid every thing that is 
contrary to it, ſuch as prejudice and bigotry, 
evil ſurmiſes, evil ſpeaking, lying and ſlander- 
ing, officious intermedling with other men's 


matters, every ſort of biting ſcoff, and con- 


temptuous ſneer, with every kind of ſupercili- 
ous carriage, haughty behaviour, and whatever 
directly or indirectly tends to hurt and wound 
another's good name and reputation. In ſhort, 
if we ſtudy peace, we muſt avoid all bitterneſs, 
and every thing that 1s contrary to love, and 


the ſpirit of the goſpel, We mult not render 


evil 
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evil for evil to any man, but we muſt overcome 
evil with good, and do to By men, as we would 
they ſhould do unto us. 

O pray for the peace of Jeruſalem. We 
ſhould have the intereſt of religion at heart, 
and be truly concerned for the, public good. 
We ſhould mourn in ſecret for our fins and for 
the ſins of the land, and earneſtly entreat the 
Lord to-heal the ſores of his church, and repair 
the breaches of his vineyard, and to make his 
people more of one heart and of one mind in 
religion. Diviſion is commonly the forerunner 
of deſtruction. May we contend no more about 
names and non-eflentials, but may we ftrive 
who ſhall love God moſt and ſerve him belt, 
May it be our higheſt ambition to excel in vir- 
tue and godlineſs. Wars and fightings come 
from our own luſts, and the way to ſubdue 
them 1s by faſting and prayer. The beſt place 
for chriſtians to ach their differences is at the 
throne of grace. Let us remember Joſeph's 
advice to his brethren, See that ye fall not out 
by the way. We are all haſtening to our 
journeys end. In the grave there will be no 
diſt urbance, nor diſtinction, but perfect ſilence 
and oblivion. There the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and there the weary is at reſt. 
There 1s an everlaſting Jubilee of releaſe, and 
an eternal ſabbath of reſt for the people of God 
beyond the grave. They are pilgrims and 
rangers upon earth, but in a little while they 
mall be at home, and for ever with the Lord, 
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in 7 rites there is fulneſs of j joy, and 


at whoſe: right hand there are pleaſures for 
evermore. Amen. 
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